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interests. It would increase the incentives for counties to undertake the programs, benefiting the state operating agencies that would use the results, as listed in Section 7.2.3. It would assure the counties that the designs of their cadastres are consistent with statewide standards and comparable with other jurisdictions, which should help keep down the prices charged by vendors who serve the statewide market. It would put the state coordinating agency in a strong position to ensure that its procedural requirements are being met, e.g., for review of all public investments in surveying and mapping by the local agency administering the cadastre.
We recommend that the government of each state provide funds to the agency designated to participate in the development of each local cadastre, sufficient for grants of state funds for at least 25 to 50 percent of front-end costs of developing the multipurpose cadastre. We recommend that the provision of these categorical matching funds for the development of each local cadastre continue at least until it has become an established part of the local government, such that the state agency is confident of its permanence.
7.5.5   Federal Matching Grants
A commitment of the federal government to support the development of a multipurpose cadastre to serve each county (or municipality, where appropriate) would lead to a new era for local land-data systems in the United States, providing a unity and direction that have been lacking to date. Without such a program, the development of cadastres in this country will continue to be piecemeal, sporadic, and slow, as it has been to date, even if the other standards and procedures recommended in this report are followed. Examples of all the components of a multipurpose cadastre being operated to high standards somewhere in the United States have been identified. However, we have been unable to identify any county or municipality that has had the resources to put all of them together and maintain them in a coordinated system.
We recommend that an agency of the federal government be designated to design and develop a program of federal financial assistance to counties (and certain municipalities) for the development of multipurpose cadastres along the lines described in Section 4.3.2 of the Committee on Geodesy (1980) report, with federal matching funds provided at a level of about 40 percent, contingent upon the minimum additional contribution of about 20 or 30 percent by the state government, with its active participation. The design and development work should include the drafting of proposed standards and procedures covering at least the scope of those presented in this report and testing of them in a series of demonstration projects within selected counties.
For a rough estimate of the order of magnitude of cost to the federal government for a program of matching grants, one might make the rough assumption that the cost of providing a complete cadastral system for the average county in the United States would be about $3.5 million if it proceeded individually, using the hypothetical figures developed in Section 7.3. However, the economies of high technology thatders!o be done and the capabilities that products must possess.
